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Bedwardine  House, 
Rushwick, 

Worcester, 

February,  1970. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlomen, 

I  hereby  submit  my  fifteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1968.  This  Report 
was  ready  for  publication  in  June  1969  and  has  been  waiting  for 
the  report  of  the  Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  be  attached.  Mr.  Pratt  now  informs  me  that,  owing 
to  pressure  of  work,  he  is  unable  to  complete  this  report.  I 
have,  therefore,  appended  one  single  sheet  of  public  health 
inspections  as  supplied  to  me  by  the  Assistant  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

As  I  have  just  submitted  a  lengthy  report  to  the  Health 
Committee  on  5th  January  1970  concerning  the  difficulties  in  the 
department  as  I  see  them,  it  is  pointless  to  repeat  rry  remarks 
here,  particularly  as  they  have  been  passed  to  the  Management 
Consultants  and,  in  a  few  months,  I  shall  be  faced  with  completing 
my  1969  Report. 

The  one  problem  that  I  would  like  to  stress  is  the  question 
of  housing  accommodation  for  the  aged  throughout  the  district.  At 
this  time  of  year  I  seem  to  spend  more  and  more  of  my  time  (in 
association  with  the  G-eriatric  Health  Visitor  and  the  District 
Nurse)  coping  with  the  problem  of  caring  for  the  elderly  and 
cannot  help  but  be  impressed  by  the  number  of  instances  in  which 
I  find  their  existing  housing  conditions  totally  unsuitable.  I 
am  sure  the  Housing  Manager  has  knowledge  of  quite  a  number  of 
these  cases,  but  there  are  many  more  who  have  not  bothered  to 
submit  a  housing  application  because  they  are  reluctant  to  face 
moving  house  rather  late  in  life.  If  a  suitable  Old  Peoples 
Block  could  be  provided  somewhere  centrally  for  such  cases,  I  am 
certain  the  demand  for  such  accommodation  would  be  more  than 
evident.  The  Ministry  recommend  that  20  -  24  flatlets  are  most 
economical,  the  ratio  of  single  to  double  accommodation  being 
4:1.  If  a  resident  warden  is  provided,  the  accommodation  ranks 
for  a  County  Council  Grant  in  addition  to  the  Government  subsidy. 
Despite  rising  costs,  I  am  sure  such  provision  is  very  necessary. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  SPENCER  STEPHENS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COipiTIONS.  PJJEp.  JffiEA 

The  Rural  District  of  Hartley  comprising  52,825  acres  is  predominantly 
agricultural  in  cliaracter  and  lies  to  the  vest  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

The  River  Tone  runs  through  the  district  dividing  it  into  two  parts.  The 
chief  industry  is  agriculture  and  the  district  is  one  of  the  nost  inport ant 
fruit  end  hop  growing  areas  in  the  country. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres .  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  52,823 

Number  of  dwollinghouscs  (31st  March  i960) 

according  to  R.ate  Loohs .  A;-, 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March  1368)  .  ..  ..  £334,003 

Sun  represented  by  one  penny  rate  «»  ..  ..  . .  £1,331 

Registrar  General* s  estimate  of  resident  population  (nid  1968)  13,330 

Live.  Births,  Males  Feipeies  Total 

Legitimate  • .  . .  . .  « .  . .  . .  81  81  162 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  .  16  10  26 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  ..  .,  ..  .  13/3 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  cetiuatod. 

population  ..  ..  . .  14.8 

Rate  for  Lapland  and.  Wales  ..  ..  . .  16.9 

Still  Eirths 

Legitimate  . .  . .  .  4  -  4 

Illegitimate  «.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  -  -  - 

Rato  per  1,000  total  live  and.  still  births  21.0 

Rate  for  Lapland  and  Wales  ••  ..  ..  14.0 

Deaths 

Prom  ail  censes  . .  ..  77  43  125 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estinatod. 

population  ..  . .  ..  ..  9*6 

Rato  for  England  and.  Wales  .  11.9 

Deaths  jDf  Infants  under  1  pnax  o^f  a^e 

Legitimate  .  2  1  3 

Illegitimate  . .  1  1  2 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  27.0 

Rate  for  England  and.  Wales  ......  18.0 

Deaths^  of  Inf  an ts  under  4  yeeh^s  of  ago 

Legitimate  .  -  1  1 

Illegitimate  .  1  -  1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  10.6 

Rate  for  England,  and  Wales  ••••••  12.3 

Perinatal  Dynbhs 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000  total  births  26.0 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  25.0 

Maternal  deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  ..  . .  ..  ..  ,.  Nil 
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1?68  -  Gjxy.spo^  of  y-cath  Jl oj^i 3 1 r ar  (xciacral  Rotiirns 
(B  Classification  -  50  nain  causes) 
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Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Maliynant  neoplasm  -  stomach  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

haliynant  neoplasm  -  luny,  bronchus  ..  ..  .. 

Iialiynant  neoplasm  -  breast  .  ..  .. 

Maliyncnt  neoplasm  -  uterus  . 

Boulcaemia  . . .  . .  ..  . .  .  „  .. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc.  . 

Beniyn  and  unspecified  neoplasm  ..  ,.  ..  .. 

Diabetes  mcllitus  . .  ..  ..  .. 

I^vperten3ive  disease  .  .. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ••  ••  ..  ••  ••  •• 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  ..  ••  ..  ..  .. 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ••  . .  ••  ••  ..  •• 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . 

Influenza  . .  •  • 

Pneumonia  ••  ..  . .  . .  . . .  . . 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ..  ..  ••  •  •  ••  •• 

Asthma  .  •• 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  ..  ..  .. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ..  • •  . 

Other  diseases,  yenito-ir  inary  system  ..  .. 

Diseases  of  musculo-sheletal  system  . .  . .  . . 

Congenital  anomalies  ••  • •  •  •  ••  ••  •• 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ••  ..  •  •  ..  •  •  •  • 

All  other  accidents  . .  ••  •• 

Suicide  and  self -inf  lie  tec",  injuries  . 
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SECTION  D 

G-Et-niRAL  EROVISipiL OF  HEAJffiE  SlgVTCSSL JlOE  TIPI  AREA 
1  •  County  IIealth_  .Servioe_s 

The  following  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in 
accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  19^-6. 


Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport, 

Open  every  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  1.30  p.n. 

Coventry  Street,  Kidderminster. 

Open  every  Monday  in  the  month  at  2,0  p.n. 

Cases  in  the  Worcester  area  are  referred  to  hospital  by  their  own 
doctor  if  necessary. 


Care  of  Ifouiors^  .and  lojmr  Chilclron  (Section  22} 
The  District  is  served  "by  the  following  clinics 

Ante~Natal  Clinics 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


Parish  Hall,  Hallow. 

Open  on  tho  second  and  fourth  Thursday  in  the  nontli  at  2.0  p.n. 
Memorial  Ilall,  Broadhoath, 

Open  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2,0  p.n. 

Village  Hall,  Knightwick  Road,  Hartley, 

Open  on  second  Wednesday  in  the  month  at  2.0  p.n. 

Village  Hall,  Alfrick. 

Open  on  the  third  Friday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.n. 

Memorial  Hall,  Leigh. 

Open  on  the  second  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.n. 

Village  Iiall,  G-reat  Wit  ley. 

Opon  on  the  fourth  Tugs  Cry  in  the  nontli  at  2.0  p.n. 

Village  Hall,  Slirawley, 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the*  month  at  2,13  p.n* 

Parish  Room,  Holt. 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  3*30  p.n. 

Village  Hall,  Rushvick,  ■ 

Upon  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.0  p.n. 

Club  Room,  Suckley, 

Open  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.0  p.n. 

Midi .if cry  (_oection  23f)_ 


The  services  of  the  county  niduif o  are  available  without  charge  to 
caro  for  mothers  during  pregnancy,  confinement  and  for  a  period  of 
ten  days  afterwards.  She  should  be  booked  as  early  as  possible  in 
order  to  receive  adequate  instructions  for  the  confinement.  Visits 
are  paid  to  the  homo  and  examinations  carried  out  monthly  in  co¬ 
operation  with  tho  doctor,  who  will  arrange  hospital  consultations 
if  necessary.  Free  dental  treatment  is  available  during  this  period 
and  nay  be  arranged  through  the  County  Dental  Officer. 


Health  Visitiny  and  Homo  Nursing  (Sections  2X\.  and  2J>J 

After  the  first  ten  days  the  Health  Visitor  normally  takes  over  the 
re sp ons ib ility  for  the  care  of  the  baby  fron  the  midwife.  the  is  a 
trained  nurse  who  has  received  additional  instruction  in  child  erne, 
maintenance  of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  is  able  to 
offer  Guidance  to  the  mother  until  the  child  yoes  to  school.  The 
health  visitor  also  acts  as  school  nurse  and,  beiny  an  experienced 
no die o -social  worker,  is  able  to  yive  advice  on  the  adult  members  of 
the  family  on  any  personal  problems  related  to  physical  or  mental  ill 
health. 


The  district  Nurse  is  available  to  act  on  the  instructions  of  the 
G-eneral  Practitioner  or  hospital  when  persons  are  discharged  from 
hospital.  She  carries  out  injection  procedures  and  the  yenoral 
nursiny  of  the  sink  or  elderly  at  hone.  In  most  rural  districts  the 
duties  of  the  District  Nurse,  Midwife  and  Health  Visitor  are  combined. 
This  is  so  in  the  Hartley  Rural  District  where  there  ere  sin  full-time 
and  one  part-time  worker  as  follows  :- 


Nurses, 

Miss  Parsons, 
Little  Cob  House, 
Broaxlwas-on-Teno . 


Telephone  No. 
W iehonf or d  372. 


Arc a 

Hartley,  Clifton-on-Tcme, 
Sheloleys,  part  Lower  Sapoy 
Briclyard  Cottayes, 

T’ichonf  ord. 


Miss  J,  Cur now, 

Berry  lands  Bun;, alow, 
Loiyh, 

Miss  II.  Chambers, 
Berry  lands  Bunyalow, 
Leiyh. 

Mrs.  R.  K.  Slinysby, 
Lea  House, 

Hallow. 


Leiyh  Jin ton  320, 


Leiyh,  Bransford,  Alfrick, 
Loi;,h  Sinton,  Rushwidc. 


Loiyh  Sinton  320. 


Kniyht'i ;ick ,  Broad, /as , 
Doddenliam,  Lulsley,  Suckley 


Halloa/  235  •  Hallow,  Broach  oath, 

Cotheridye,  Cro-v/n  Hast, 
hichenford,  Sinton  CVreen, 
G-rimley  Villaye. 


Miss  B.  II.  Jones, 
Nurses  House, 
Ilillhaapton. 

Miss  J,  M.  Whitehead, 
Nirses  House, 
Ilillhanpton. 


G-rcat  Hitlcy  3 36.  Holt,  Ilillhanpton,  Shra\/ley 

G-reat  hit  ley,  Little  Witle 
Abbcrlejc. 

G-roat  T/itley  336.  Brea  Relief  Nurse  (Full- 

time). 


Hiss  Baldwin,  Stourport  2 12;-9 •  Asti 03''  (from  Stourport). 

:i  it  ton  ib  tree  t  Clinic, 

S  tourport-on-S  evern. 

Vaccyaiation  and  jR^mjlsation,  (Section  26) 


Vaccination  and  immunisation  procedures  are  carried  out,  free  of  charye, 
by  the  patient* s  own  doctor  or  at  the  County  Council  clinics.  It  is  no-.: 
standard  practice  to  offer  triple  immunisation  ayainst  diphtheria, 
whoopiny  couyh  and  tetanus  at  three  months  old  and  booster  doses  at  5 
and  3  3'-ears. 


<iy 


The  following  inoculations  were  done  during  the  year  :  - 
(Figures  in  "brackets  show  the  numbers  for  the  previous  year) 

( i)  i),iplithcr_ln  jhw-iunisat.ion  XirG?uudii\g  Tetanus.) 

Number  of  children  who  eonplctcd  a  primary  course  of  immunisa¬ 
tion  during  the  year  -  159  (209) 

Number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcing  dose  during  the 
year  -  487  (387) 


(  ii)  Ydioopiigg  No  ugh  jlj'ii-iui\lsatipn 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course  of  pertussis 
vacciic  (singly  or  in  combination)  during  the  year  -  148  (207) 

It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  give  booster  doses. 


(Hi) 


Vac^iiation  agaiist,  Nnpddpppc 

Number  of  persons  \/ho  received  a  primary  vaccination  during  the 

year  -  168  (204) 

Number  of  persons  who  wore  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  - 

17  (6) 


( iv)  Vapc^nation  against  Monel  os 

Number  of  children  receiving  a  primary/-  dose  during  the  year  - 
231  (N.A.) 

(v)  Poliomyc litis  Vaccination 

Details  of  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  are  contained  in 
the  County  Medical  Officer* s  Report.  The  new  Sabin  Vaccine 
is  now  used,  tiirec  doses  being  administered  monthly  on  a  lump 
of  sugar  to  babies  over  six  months  old  and  a  reinforcing  dose 
givon  on  school  entry.  Adults  should  also  receive  protection 
if  they  have  not  already  done  so. 

tj  v 


(vi)  B.C_.C:1.i  yaocination 

Worcestershire  County  Council  operate  a  scheme  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  inoculation  of  all  children  leaviiv  school.  TI10  majority 
of  parents  agree  to  have  their  children  done  and  it  nay  be  said 
that  the  scheme  I: as  net  with  considerable  success.  This  is  a 
valuable  protective  measure  against  tuberculosis. 

Ambulance  dpryico  .(Section  2j) 


Cases  of  acoidont  or  sudden  illnes 
of  tho  source  of  call.  All  that  is  necessary 


Lire  responses.  mo  irrespective 


is  to  dial  999  and 


ask  tlie  telephone  operator  for  ambulance.  The  service  is  under 
radio-control  from  Worcester  and  ambulance  stations  arc  strategically 
situated  throughout  tho  county.  In  roujh  country  an  ambulance  with 
a  four-wheel  drive  will  be  used  if  requested* 


Patients  suffering  from  infectious  disc; 
in  special  anbuiancos. 


are  conveyed  to  hospital 


Ihyeppntijen.  pyy JLJUmess^  pare  mid  papcr/ppayq  ec_t  1  on. _2j8) 


Convalescent  care  is  provided  for  children  and  adults  not  requir¬ 
ing  treatment.  This  type  of  recuperative  holiday  is  frequently 
recommended  and  persons  arc  required  to  contribute  according  to 
their  means. 
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Medical  comfort. • s  depots  aro  maintained  in  various  parts  of  the 
county  by  the  British  Hod.  Gross  or  St.  Johnrs  Ambulance  Society. 
Bequests  for  nursing  equipment  should  be  made  to  the  District 
Nurse. 

Persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  nay  be  assisted,  in  many  '..ays. 
Specialist  health  visitors  work  from  the  chest  clinic  and.  will 
assist  pa.ticnts  to  maJ:e  the  best  use  of  the  services  available. 

She  scope  of  the  After-Care  Committee  for  south  Worcestershire  has 
recently  been  extended  to  cover  all  chest  complaints  and  assists 
persons  with  difficult ios  which  aro  outside  th.e  duties  of  statutory 
bodn.es. 

Occupational  therapy  is  ava.ila.ble  for  patients  suffering  from 
lengthy  illnesses  or  who  are  undergoing  prolonged  convalescence. 

A  chiropody  scheme  is  now  in  operation  for  aye d  and.  handicapped 
persons  and  is  being  extended.. 

Domestic gtyeljD  .(Sect ion  2^), 

Tlio  Home  Help  Service  has  no;;  been  transferred  from  the  W.V.S.  to 
the  County  Counoil.  Tho  service  provid.es  CLomostic  help  for  the 
aged.,  in  sickness  and  fox'  maternity  cases.  Enquiries  for  assist¬ 
ance  should  bo  made  to  the  Area  Organiser,  Home  Help  Service,  The 
Clinic,  Victoria  Pari:  Road,  Malvern  (telephone  Ilaivcrn  I;A92). 

Mental  Health  (Section  5l) 

The  Mental  Hcaltli  Service  has  been  expanded.  to  deal  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959*  This  Act  abolished  the 
term  mental  deficiency  and  introduced  the  term  mental  disorder, 
which  includ.es  subnormality,  covero  subnormality,  mental  illness 
and.  psychopathic  disorder.  Mental  Welfare  Officer's  have  been 
appointed  who  act  in  conjunction  with  approved  Medical  Officers 
and.  the  hospital  services. 


Statutory  duties  of  the  Countv  Council  include 

(a)  The  provision  of  residential  accomodation* 

(b)  The  provision  of  training  or  occupation  centres  (available 
at  Stourport  and.  Lower  Wide,  Worcester). 

(c)  The  ewer c iso  of  functions  ro latino;  to  persons  placed,  under 
guardianship . 

(d)  The  provision  of  ancillary  services  for  persons  suffering 
from  mental  disorder. 


Wclfejqo  Services  ^(iTatd.onoJ-  As_siotcUico_  Act 


The  Welfare  Services  aro  administered.  by  the  County-  Welfare 
Officer  from  23,  The  Ty thing,  Worcester. 

The  followin0  facilities  aro  available  : - 

(a)  Residential  accommodation  for*  the  elderly  \/ho  cue  unable  to 
look  after  themselves  in  their  o\m  liomes  (anu  have  no 
relatives  to  care  for  thorn). 
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(b)  To up or ary  acconnodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need. 

(c)  Special  services  for  blind  persons* 

(d)  Special  services  for  deaf  and  dumb  persons* 

(o)  Special  assistance  for  other  handicapped  persons. 

School,  health  Service,  _(Educatipn  Act_.  1 OJ'Jh). 

The  County  Medical  Officer  is  also  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

School  Medical  Officers  visit  all  primary  and  secondary  schools  in 
the  district  at  regular  intervals.  Every  school  child  receives 
throe  nodical  examinations  during  his  or  her  school  life,  but 
children  in  whom  abnormalities  are  detected  are  scon  more  frequent¬ 
ly.  Special  visual  acuity  and  colour  tests  are  given  at  7  -  8 
years  old,  children  in  nood  of  attention  being  referred,  to  the 
school  oculist.  Routine  tests  of  hearing  are  non  carried,  out  at 
5  years  old  using  a  pure -tone  audiometer.  Children  with  defective 
hearing  ore  referred  to  special  clinics  for  further  investigation. 
The  services  of  a  speech  therapist  are  available  for  children 
with  particular  difficulties.  Orthopaedic  defects  are  kept  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Orthopaedic  lister.  Children  with  behaviour 
disorders  or  psychiatric  problems  are  seen  at  the  Child.  Guidance 
Clinic,  Lovo*s  G-rovo,  Worcester. 

School  Dental  SoryjLco 

The  dental  health  of  all  children  in  maintained,  schools  is  super¬ 
vised.  at  regular  intervals,  inspections  being  carried  out  on  the 
premises.  Subsequently  treatment  is  carried,  out  at  the  nearest 
f iced  clinic  or  in  one  of  the  mobile  dental  clinics  non*  available. 

Coiurhq  Jhialgut 

The  County  Analyst  is  available  to  examine  samples  of .food,  drugs, 
mill:,  water  and  sewage .  Samples  are  either  submitted  by  the  local 
sanitary  authority,  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector  or  tho  Foods 
and.  Drugs  Officer.  (Soo  pago  15). 

2 .  Ho sj)ital  :.._eryicG_s_ 

Those  services  arc  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Board. 
(Hid  or  South  Worcestershire  Hospital  Management  Committee). 

(a)  G-cncral  hospitals  with  casualty  d-opartmonts  arc  situated  at 
Worcester,  Kidd.erninstor  and  Tonbury. 

(b)  Maternity  beds  are  available  at  Worcester  and.  Stourport. 

(c)  Infectious  disca.se s  arc  usually  admitted  to  Newtown  Isolation 
Hospital,  Worcester.  Since  tho  closure  of  ICnightwick  Sanator¬ 
ium,  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  also  boon  admitted 
there, 

(d)  The  elderly  and  clironic.  sini:  are  accomiodated  at  Shrub  Hill, 
YiTorcestor,  Avonsido ,  Evesham  or  Blal:obrook,  Kidderminster. 

(o)  Psychiatric  hospitals  for  mental  disorders  aro  available  at 
Powick,  Worcester  or  Barnsloy  Hall,  Bronsgrovo. 


o 

O 


(f)  Laboratories  are  available  at  all  General-  capitals 
but  at  Worcester  Loyal  Infirmary  a  bran.cn  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  has  been  established.  This 
organisation,  with  reference  laboratories  in  London  and 
elsewhere,  is  designed  to  assist  local  authorities  in 
their  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  communicable  disease. 

(g)  Venereal  diseases  are  diagnosed  and  treated  at  a  special 
out-patient  department  at  Worcester  Loyal  Infirmary  adjacent 
to  the  Chest  Clinic.  Sessions  are  held  from  5  -  7  P.m.  on 
ITondays  for  women,  and  5-7  P.m.  on  Tuesdays  for  men.  ITo 
appointment  is  necessary  and  treatment  is  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 


General  MedicajL  S ervice s 

There  are  three  General  Practitioners  resident  in  the  district. 
l.Iany  others  visit  their  patients  from  Worcester,  Gtourport  and 
Halve rn.  It  Is  impossible  to  compile  a  suitable  list,  there¬ 
fore,  but  the  Worcestershire  Executive  Council  (County)  do 
publish  one  and  this  is  normally  available  at  any  General 
Post  Office.  The  services  of  dentists,  opticians  and 
pharmacists  also  come  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
Council  to  whom  enquiries  should  be  made. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  'THE  AREA 


1 .  Tat or  Supply 

A  comprehensive  water  scheme  had  been  completed  throughout 
the  district  prior  to  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water 
Board  becoming  statutory  undertakers  in  1962.  Since  that 
date  steady  progress  has  been  made  with  water  connections 
and  a  number  of  small  extensions  have  been  carried  out.  Mains 
water  is  available  in  all  parishes  and  overall  approximately 
75/5  of  domestic  properties  are  connected.  The  remaining 
properties  are  supplied  by  shallow  wells  the  majority  of 
which  produce  water  which  is  bacteriologically  suspect. 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  eleven  were  unfit  for 
drinking. 

The  Astley  boreholes,  however,  provide  excellent  water  which, 
although  rather  hard,  is  pure.  The  water  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action  and  the  fluoride  content  is  low  (0.12  p.p.m.) 

So  far  the  water  has  not  been  fluoridated.  Chemical  and 
bacteriological  results  are  shown  below  : - 


Mains  Supply  -  No.  1  Pumping  St ;ation,  A stley  -  27th  November  1963 . 
Physical. Characters 


Colour 

Odour 

Deposit 


Colourless. 

None. 

None.  pH  7.8 


Chemical  Examination  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 


Solids  in  solution  (Dried  at  180CC) . 315 

Solids  in  solution  (After  ignition)  ..  ..  ..  ..  195 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  .  37 

Hardness  Non-carbonate  .  88 

Hardness  Carbonate  .  „.  ..  16A 

Kardness  Total  . .  252 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen . .  ..  ..  0.01 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen . 0.02 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  10.3 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  Trace 

Permanganate  value  (A  hours  at  27°C)  .  0.2A 

Toxic  Metals  . .  . .  None  detected 

Total  residual  Chlorine  .  Nil 


Bacteriological . Examination 


27.11.1968. 


Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  agar 

In  two  days  at  37°C  . .  . .  . . 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  .. 


0  per  one  ml. 
0  per  100  ml. 
0  per  100  ml. 


Opinion  -  Fit  for  drinking. 
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2 .  Sewprage  and  Sywagc  DJnjTOsal 

Bjraxisf  ord  and  Leigh  p  in. ton  (Powick  and  Malvern) 


This  combined  scheme,  which  involves  three  Local  Authorities,  was 
the  subject  of  a  Private  Ministerial  Enquiry  on  the  l^th  May  IS' 67. 
Subsequently  the  whole  scheme  was  approved  early  in  1S68  but 
little  progress  was  made  during  the  year,  i'his  was  mainly  due  to 
the  economic  restrictions  prevailing  from  budget  day  and  the  face 
that  the  other  authorities  did  not  consider  that  they  could  proceed. 
Preliminary  site  investigations  have  been  carried  out,  however, 
and  a  list  of  suitable  tenderers  drawn  up  by  the  Consulting 
Engineers. 


Hartley,,  Bpxy-op/  Green  and  Jichenf ord 

A  scheme  was  drawn  up  by  the  Consul' ting  Engineers  in  1967  for  the 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  this  area  based  on  the  principle 
of  a  Passveer  ditch  to  bo  situated,  on  the  outskirts  of  Hartley 
village  not  far  from  the  Church  on  land,  in  the  ownership  of  the 
G-lebc  Management  Committee.  As  spray  irrigation  was  to  bo 
carried  out  as  a  form  of  tertiary  treatment,  some  ten  aci-os  of 
land,  was  required  and.  rather  lengthy  negotiations  for  its  purchase 
have  onsued.  Originally  it  was  intended  to  carry  out  the  scheme 
for  Hartley  and  Borrow  G-reen  only  but,  after  reconsideration  of 
the  total  grants  available,  it  was  felt  more  prudent  to  include 
Wichonf  ord.  and  Hartley  hillside  also. 

Broadheath 


Tho  centre  of  this  village  has  been  sewered  fox  some  years  but 
the  small  sewage  disposal  works  at  Bx-oadheath  Common  was  becoming 
increasing^  overloaded  due  to  further  development  along  Peachley 
Lore.  Extensions  were  also  necessary  in  the  Knoll  area  and  around 
tho  Common.  Tho  Consulting  Engineers  drew  up  a  scheme  foi-  these 
extensions  to  bo  carried  out,  together  with  additions  to  the 
disposal  plant,  but,  on  Ministerial  Enquiry  on  7th  October  1968, 
these  proposals  ytore  rejected.  To  some  extent  this  may  lxavc  been 
duo  to  tho  low  degree  of  dilution  in  tho  Laugherne  Brook  to  which 
the  final  effluent  discharges.  A  request  was  made  fox-  an  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  possibility  of  Broadheath  sewage  being  pumped  to 
Worcester  City.  The  City  Council  have  l-ecently  had  impx-ovements 
carried  out  to  their  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  which  makes  tliis  quite 
a  feasible  proposition.  The  salient  point  is  which  would  be  the 
cheaper  method,  as  the  City  proposed  to  charge  their  full  sewage 
rate  of  Is. 2d.,  per  pound  R.V.  which  might  increase  in  future 
years  and.  the  capital  cost  of  sowers  and  pumping  stations  in 
Broadheath  still  had  to  be  mot.  After  numerous  calculations 
seemed  likely  that  the  use  of  tho  Worcester  City  facilities 
would  be  cheaper  and  this  method  has  now  been  adopted. 


it 


Broadwas  and  C  other  id-go 


The  Consulting  Engineers  originally  designed  a  scheme  fox-  these 
two  villages  which  involved  the  use  of  the  Passveox-  ditch  method 
of  disposal  by  means  of  plant  situated  to  the  west  of  Broadwas 
Court.  Latex-  a  new  site  was  chosen  between  Broadwas  and  Cothoridgc, 
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close  to  Broad  Groan  which,  could  ho  sowcro!  by  gravity.  Then 
it  was  felt  that  it  would  bo  more  economical  to  provide  separate 
schemes  as  Cotheridge  v;as  quite  small  in  area  and  an  oxidation 
plant  would  suffice.  On  detailed  consideration  of  the  coot, 
however,  it  was  found  that  the  maximum  amount  of  grant  could  bo 
obtained  by  carrying  out  a  combined  scheme  for  Broadwas,  Broad 
Groon  and  Cotheridge,  also  including  a  number  of  houses  at 
Stoney  Ley,  and  this  method  has  boon  approved.  The  scheme  was 
being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  ministry  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

doll  Lane,_  Little  gitloy 

A  small  scheme  was  designed  by  the  Surveyor  to  cater  for  the 
additional  Council  Houses  at  doll  Lano.  Unfortunately  some 
delays  were  encountered  and  the  houses  were  completed  before 
the  plant  could  bo  installed.  A  •Crystalair*  extended  aeration 
plant  was  being  fitted  by  the  Contractor  at  ’the  end  of  the  year. 

Clay  Gy  eery  yjj?r ick 

Limited  private  development  was  permitted  in  this  village  some 
two  to  three  years  ago  on  the  understanding  that  the  developers 
would  enter  into  a  joint  scheme  with  the  Council  for  the  provision 
of  sewers  and  treatment  plant  which  would  also  serve  the  existing 
Council  Houses.  Unfortunately  the  firm  wont  into  liquidation 
and  now  developers  are  now  proceeding  with  the  housing  develop¬ 
ment,  dorh  had  not  started  on  the  sewers  at  31st  December  1968 
but  it  was  anticipated  that  yards  of  6"  sower  would  be  laid 
and  the  plant  vested  in  the  Council  at  31st  March,  19^9* 

Okr  Py  acy  C lu^tynyynyTorgc 

The  provision  of  a  pumping  station  and  rising  main  to  provide 
drainage  for  the  Council  houses  and  a  small  amount  of  new  private 
development  in  this  road  was  considered  by  the  Counoil,  but  the 
cost  was  considered  to  bo  uneconomical.  The  Surveyor  was 
instructed  to  design  an  'on  site*  treatment  plant  in  order  to 
onaLlo  the  six  Council  IIouso  bungalows  to  be  modernised.  Con¬ 
sideration  is  being  given  to  an  extension  to  the  sowago  works 
to  cater  for  recent  private  development  in  the  village. 


Defuse  Collection  jm d  Disyosal 

A  fortnightly  system  of  refuse  collection  is  being  operated  and 
the  paper  sack  system  is  slowly  being  extended  throughout  the 
district,  parish  by  parish,  just  over  one-third  of  the  district 
having  been  covered.  Three  tips  are  in  use  at  Yarhampton, 

Grimley  and  Hartley  Hillside,  the  Grimley  tip  being  the  main 
tipping  area.  This  tip  is  now  virtually  isolated  on  a  triangular 
piece  of  land  due  to  highway  improvements  and.  the  throe  adjacent 
dwellings  have  suffered  a  certain  amount  of  trouble  from  flies, 
rodents  etc.  At  the  end  of  the  year  active  consideration  was 
being  given  to  finding  an  alternative  site  in  the  same  parish. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING- 


The  following  table  shows  the  housing  work  carried  out  in  the 
district  during  the  year  :- 


Nunber  of  new  h^sej3_jjrect_e^_du 


by  the  Local  Authority  .. 
by  other  bodies  or  persons 


1  •  Inspection  of  ^gellinghouses 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Act  or 
Housing  Acts)  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  •• 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 


human  habitation .  6 

(A)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  26 


2 .  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  .  31 

3 •  Action  xinder  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Pr ocee diji : , s  under  Section  9  &  10  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 
(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs  . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  .  Nil 


88 

307 


Nil 

Nil 


B .  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ..  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  wore 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

by  owners .  2 

by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  ..  2 


C .  Proceedings^  under  Sectijons  _16j .17  A .23  °f  the  Housing  Act  lj?jj>_7 

(l)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  .*  . .  .  3 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders .  ..  16 

(3)  Demolition  Orders  revoked  ..  . . 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  under  Section  17(1)  or  (3)  were  made  . .  . .  1 

(5)  Number  of  houses  closed  ..  . .  1 

(6)  Number  of  awe llinghouse s  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  accepted . .  1 

(7)  Number  of  undertakings  revoked  .  3 


D. 


Ihyc_esklings  under  Section^  18  of. .the, .Hous j-hg  -dot  1937. 


(1)  Number  of  separate  dwellings,  parts  of  a  dwelling  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
Were  made  . .  ..  . . 


(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings,  parts  of  a  dwelling  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . . 


Nil 


4.  IIo using  Ac_k»-  A937  Ovgrcro^.ding; 


0>) 

(c) 


(i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of) 

the  7ear  . .  •  •  )  Kot 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  <  known 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  . .  ) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year .  1 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  . .  ..  . .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 

previously  relieved  ..  ..  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 

The  original  target  following  a  survey  of  the  district  in  1956 
was  220  dwellings.  It  was  anticipated  that  this  figure  could  not  be 
reached  in  ten  years  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  and  suggested  that 
it  was  more  likely  to  take  twenty  years.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  table 
good  progress  has  been  made  but  the  ratio  of  closing  orders  :  demolition 
orders  is  50  :  50*  which  means  that  in  many  cases  the  occupants  of  unfit 
dwellings  cannot  be  re-housed  satisfactorily.  Slum  clearance  has  to  be 
geared  to  the  Local  Authority  Housing  Programme  and,  unf or t unate ly, 
fewer  houses  were  built  during  the  period  than  in  the  post-war  era. 


Slun  Clearance  Programme 

(as  shown  in  Appendix  to  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  &ov ernnont  returns^ 
1st  January  1955  to  31st  Deceraber  1968 


Year 

Demolished 

Closed 

Total 

1955 

4 

4 

8 

1956 

8 

3 

11 

1957 

6 

7 

13 

1958 

2 

6 

8 

1959 

1 

3 

4 

I960 

2 

— 

2 

1961 

11 

2 

13 

1962 

3 

- 

3 

1963 

2 

21 

23 

1964 

8 

12 

20 

1965 

26 

12 

38 

19  66 

2 

8 

10 

1967 

4 

4 

8 

1968 

16 

2 

18 

95 

84 

179 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  is  carried  out  by 
tho  Public  Health  Inspector.  There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district  now,  so  no  meat  inspection  has  to  be  carried  out. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  are  now  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  is  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  licensing’  of  retailers  and  also  arranges  for 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples.  The  follov/ing  samples 
were  taken  in  the  district  during  1968. 

Pasteurised  Milk  -  14 

Sterilized  Milk  -  0 

Raw  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  -  3 

17 


All  samples  passed  the  appropriate  tests. 

Worcestershire  County  Council  are  the  food  and  drugs 
Authority  and  a  variety  of  food  samples  are  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  monthly  by  the  Rood  and  Drugs  Inspector,  Those 
include  a  considerable  number  of  chemical  samples  of  ran  milk 
for  fat  content,  antibiotics  etc. 
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SECTION  P 


PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OWL  INPECwIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseased  which 
occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year 


Under 

5 

5  - 

10  - 

15  - 

25  - 

65  - 

Age 

un¬ 

known 

Total  ! 
cases  i 
notifiedj 

1,  Smallpox 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Scarlet  Pever 

- 

1 

- 

" 

- 

- 

1 

3.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

..... 

1 

" 

“ 

- 

-  | 

4.  Enteric  Pever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

_ 

*  *  * 

- 

..... 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Acute  primary  pneumonia 

. 

. 

. . . . 

r 

_ 

. 

. 

1 

. 

1 

- 

1 

3 

7.  Erysipelas 

i 

M  ' 

- 

1 

-]  - 

2 

8.  Meningitis 

. .j 

r 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Measles  (ex.  rubella) 

19 

16 

2 

1 

38 

10.  Whooping  Cough 

13 

.... 

7 

_ 

■ 

- 

20 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

.... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12.  Dysentery 

- 

.... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13.  Pood  poisoning 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14.  Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

.... 

- 

- 

- 

1  13.  Infective  jaundice 

I 

• 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1968 


New  Ca 

ses 

Deaths* 

Age 

Period 

Pulmonary 

N  on -Pulmonary 

Pulmd 

Inary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

•  •••••••« 

•  O0Q0OO0 

»•••••• 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

25 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

45 

•  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

55 

9. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

65  & 

over 

Totals 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

* Compiled  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register  and  Local  Registrar’s 
Death  Returns* 


Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  register  _at  the  end  of  the  year 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Annual 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1959 

32 

31 

4 

5 

72 

I960 

31 

29 

2 

4 

66 

1961 

30 

30 

2 

4 

66 

1962 

26 

32 

2 

5 

65 

1963 

17 

22 

2 

5 

46 

1964 

14 

21 

1 

1 

37 

1965 

14 

16 

1 

2 

33 

1966 

15 

15 

1 

3 

35 

1968 

14 

15 

2 

3 

34 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  ls 
2,  3>  4  &  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

:  2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

39 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out -workers'  premises) 

43 

Total 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  v'ere 
instituted 

1 

Foundj 

j 

^ _ 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
inspec¬ 
tor 

rred 

By  Ii.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .. 

_  | 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ..  .. 

Unreasonable  temperature  (3.3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(3.6)  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

_ 

- 

- 

" 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork)  . . 

1  . 

> 

_ 

- 

Total 

[L 

- 

4 

; 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork  -  Nil  return. 
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Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector' s  Annual  Statistical  Report 
of  Inspections  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1968. _ 


Inspections 

(a)  Under  the  Housing  Acts 

Housing  Improvement  G-rants  317 

Housing  Act  1957  -  Section  16  7 

Section  A  AO 

(b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Housing  complaints  (disrepair  etc.)  31 

General  complaints  36 

Drainage  complaints  A1 

Water  supplies  (complaints)  6 

Water  samples  15 

Refuse  collection  complaints  2 

Visits  to  refuse  tip  1 

(c)  Other  public^ health  duties 

Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  31 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  1 

Factories  Act  A 

Caravans  15 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  2 

Appointments  vri.th  general  public  13 

Other  visits  2 A 

(d)  Surveying  duties  -  Building  Inspections  137 

Building  Regulations  2 
Flood  relief  3 


N.B.  x  100  =  20^  =  Surv eying  duties. 

Public  Health  duties  (Mr.  Perry)  =  80 fo. 


Totals 


36A 


132 


90 

586 

1A2 

728 
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